
An Open Letter from 

the Reproductive Freedom Leadership Council 

on 2018 State Abortion Bans

April 3, 2018 

So far in 2018, at least 39 bills to ban abortion at different points in pregnancy, or even altogether, 
have been introduced in at least 19 states1. These bills – several of which are advancing – are intended 
to be a direct challenge to a woman’s right to decide when or if to end a pregnancy as established 
in the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. As state legislators, we’re calling on our 
fellow legislators, governors, and the courts to stop these abortion bans, protect women’s 
health, and respect their personal decision-making.

As state legislators and members of the Reproductive Freedom Leadership Council, we envision a 
nation in which each of us can make our own decisions about our reproductive health, pregnancy, 
and parenting, free from political interference. We view this as intrinsically woven into the broader 
fabric of gender and racial equity and economic justice. Today, our country falls far short of that 
vision. In 2018, too many of our colleagues continue to use the privilege of public service to pass new 
laws limiting their own constituents’ reproductive health and rights.

Outrageously, more than 400 abortion restrictions have been enacted at the state level since 2011, 
often making it harder for a person to get the healthcare procedure she has decided she needs, 
or even pushing it out of reach altogether. Today, opponents of women’s health are emboldened 
by extremists in power in Washington and the potential for a new U.S. Supreme Court that could 
overturn Roe v. Wade. Conservative state lawmakers have launched a concerted effort to advance 
state bills that ban abortion in the hopes of overturning women’s constitutional right to abortion.

Some states, like Mississippi and Louisiana, are inexplicably and arbitrarily aiming to ban abortion 
at 15 weeks; in fact, Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant signed that bill into law despite an inevitable court 
challenge. Other states are attempting to ban abortion at 20 weeks, and some, like Iowa and Missouri, 
are attempting to ban abortion as early as six weeks – often before a woman even knows she is 
pregnant. Unbelievably, a bill in Ohio would outlaw abortion entirely.

Make no mistake: Each of these bills is in direct conflict with the promises of Roe v. Wade. And that’s 
the point. These bills are all an attempt to be the abortion ban that faces a court challenge that goes 
all the way to the top. These bans are an experiment in state politics and legal theory that serves only 
to harm women and stigmatize the nearly one in four who will need an abortion at some point in 
their lives. 

Americans do not want to see Roe v. Wade overturned. Doctors warn against this. And we are here to 
stand together and say that legislators don’t want this. We decry these blatant attempts to take away 
the rights women have had for 45 years and we call on state legislators, governors, and the courts to 
stop these abortion bans in their tracks.

 

Signed,

 The Reproductive Freedom Leadership Council

1  Courtesy Center for Reproductive Rights, as of March 29, 2018.
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